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Noel Habashy is an Assistant Teaching Professor of International Agriculture at The
Pennsylvania State University. His teaching and research focuses on global food security,
international development, Global South-Global North partnerships, and global learning.
He has lived in five countries and worked in or travelled to over 30 others during his 15-
year career in international development, international education, and higher education.
He holds a Ph.D. from The Pennsylvania State University in International Agriculture &
Development and Agricultural Extension & Education.

Seminar 3: Gender and Global Food Security

Lilian Nkengla
Senior Advisor for Agriculture and Markets, Oxfam America

Lilian Nkengla is a Senior Advisor for Agriculture and Markets at Oxfam America
engaged in strategic program planning and design, research and partnership management
within the Food Systems Theme. Prior to Oxfam, Lilian has worked extensively as a
Gender Scientist at various international organizations such as at the International Institute
of Tropical Agriculture (IITA) and International Crops Research Institute for Semi-Arid
Tropics (ICRISAT). She has authored and co-authored several peer-reviewed articles and
book chapters on gender, climate change and food security and currently is an editorial
Board member of the African Journal of Agricultural and Resource Economics. Lilian is a
fellow with Gender-responsive Researchers Equipped for Agricultural Transformation
(GREAT) with Universities of Cornell, USA and Makerere, Uganda. She holds a Ph.D. in
Gender and Natural Resource Management from Brandenburg University of Technology,
Cottbus-Senftenberg, Germany.
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Mary Njenga
Research Scientist, Bioenergy, World Agroforestry (ICRAF)

Dr. Mary Njenga is a Research Scientist, Bioenergy at World Agroforestry (ICRAF)
which merged with Centre for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) both of
which are CGIAR centres and she is based in Nairobi, Kenya. She co-leads the
Refugee Hosting Engagement Landscape (EL) programme in Africa and lead
bioenergy work in Africa in the circular bioeconomy (CBE) transformative
partnership platform (TPP) and climate change energy and low carbon development
research theme. Her work involves designing, fund raising and managing
transdisciplinary research and action projects including capacity development,
reflective monitoring and evaluation learning (MEL) and gender integration and
inclusion. She influences policy development through working closely with county and
national governments. She has over 190 publications with a H-Index 25. She is an
adjunct lecturer with Wangari Maathai Institute for Peace and Environmental Studies,
University of Nairobi and an Affiliate with Gender Equity through Agricultural
Research and education (GEARE), Ag Sciences Global, Penn State University. Her
aim is to contribute to improving food and energy security, health, eliminating
poverty, gender equality, sustainable ecosystems services, mitigating climate change
and sustainable rural and urban development. 

Janelle Larson
Associate Professor of Agricultural Economics, The Pennsylvania State
University

Janelle Larson is an Associate Professor of Agricultural Economics at Penn State. Her
research focuses on international rural development, with work primarily on gender in
development, land markets, and value-chain analysis. She has been involved in USAID-
funded research projects on gender and horticulture in Honduras, (funded by the
Horticulture Innovation Lab at UC Davis), on gender in Cambodia (Sustainable
Intensification Lab at Kansas State) and on women’s time poverty in Ghana (Peanut
Innovation Lab at Georgia). Larson is also the gender consultant for the Horticulture
Innovation Lab at UC Davis and is co-Chair of the Innovation Lab Affinity Group for
Gender. In addition, she leads a multi-disciplinary collaborative effort to develop
livelihoods for highly vulnerable youth in Kenya involving undergraduate students.

https://www.worldagroforestry.org/staff/mary-njenga
https://www.cifor-icraf.org/refugee-hosting-landscapes/
https://www.cifor-icraf.org/research/topic/bioenergy/
https://www.cifor.org/cbe
https://www.cifor.org/cbe
https://www.cifor-icraf.org/research/theme/climate-change-energy-and-low-carbon-development/
https://www.cifor-icraf.org/research/theme/climate-change-energy-and-low-carbon-development/
https://agsci.psu.edu/global/geare#:~:text=Book%20co%2Dedited%20by%20Penn,technological%20advancements%2C%20education%20and%20financing.

