
The Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship Program offers grants for U.S. citizen undergraduate students of limited financial means to pursue academic studies or credit-bearing, 

career-oriented internships abroad. Such international exchange is intended to better prepare U.S. students to assume significant roles in an increasingly global economy 

and interdependent world. The Gilman Program is a program of the U.S. Department of State, supported in its implementation by the Institute of International Education (IIE). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 www.gilmanscholarship.org 

 

“My program in Botswana 

challenged my beliefs and 

my boundaries in so many 

ways and taught me how to 

persevere.”  

ESTHER SSOZI | BOTSWANA, 2016 

• Providence College Graduate 

• Studied Public and Environmental Health in Botswana 

• Conducted extensive research on how much of the 
government budget is spent on health care 

• Shadowed healthcare personnel in local clinics and 
interned at a health care nonprofit, BOFWA 

 G I L M A N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S C H O L A R S H I P  P R O G R A M  A L U M N I  P R O F I L E  

Esther spent six months in Gaborone, Botswana studying 

Public and Environmental Health and conducted extensive 

research pertaining to government spending on healthcare 

in Botswana and the impact is has on the overall health of 

the Tswana people. She had the opportunity to shadow in 

local clinics, where she spent six hours per week observing 

healthcare professionals.  

 

Esther’s time in Botswana provided her a unique 

opportunity to gain a global perspective and the experience 

has encouraged her to become an advocate for the 

programs and NGO she volunteered with. She hopes to 

work abroad and is also seeking out long term volunteer 

opportunities where she can continue to contribute to 

healthcare in developing countries.  

Gilman Alumni Ambassador 


