
The Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship Program offers grants for U.S. citizen undergraduate students of limited financial means to pursue academic studies or credit-bearing, 

career-oriented internships abroad. Such international exchange is intended to better prepare U.S. students to assume significant roles in an increasingly global economy 

and interdependent world. The Gilman Program is a program of the U.S. Department of State, supported in its implementation by the Institute of International Education (IIE). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 www.gilmanscholarship.org 

 

“International learning ignited 

my wanderlust and allowed 

me to find my true passion for 

bringing together cultural 

exploration and education.”  

ERIS HANSON | FRANCE, 2015 

• International Business & Health Science at Boise State 
University.  

• Increased French Language Skills 

• Gained first-hand international business and marketing 
experience through hands on courses taught by industry 
professionals.  

• Utilized new social platforms and technology to expand 
cultural and social experience. 

 

 G I L M A N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S C H O L A R S H I P  P R O G R A M  A L U M N I  P R O F I L E  

 

While studying at the Catholic University of Lyon’s ESDES 

School of International Business, Eris was able to complete 

courses in international business, marketing, law, and 

cross-cultural communication, while being taught by 

European industry professionals. At ESDES, Eris was able to 

bring together her passions for business and marketing, the 

French language, and international learning. These 

passions developed into the skills necessary to be recruited 

for her first job into a higher education research and 

consulting firm in Washington D.C., before her graduation 

date.  

 

Eris’ time abroad was an eye opening, life changing 

experience. She developed cross-cultural communication 

and competency skills, dabbled in multiple languages, and 

made lasting friendships. She was able to travel to twenty 

European counties, observing the amazing cultural 

differences that make Europe so unique. Eris continues to 

work with her home university, promoting international 

learning and inspiring others to take the leap. 

 

Gilman Alumni Ambassador 


